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City of Hollister                Airport Advisory Commission 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of Date August 26, 2020 

 
 
1) Call to Order    

The regular meeting of the Airport Advisory Commission of the City of Hollister was called to order 
by Chairman Philip Steffora on August 26, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 375 Fifth Street, Hollister, California. 
 

2) Pledge of Allegiance 
Recited.  
 

3) Roll Call:  Roll was answered as follows: 
Present: Chairman Philip Steffora; District 4 vacant, Commissioners Fred Meyer, Renee Wells, 
District 3 vacant  and Mark Starritt; and  Executive Secretary Mike Chambless. 
  
Absent: Margaret Sunzeri 
 

4) Verification of Agenda Posting 
The Agenda for the Airport Advisory Commission of the City of Hollister Regular meeting of 
August 26, 2020 was posted on the bulletin board at City Hall on August 18th at 10:00am per 
government code 549546.0  

  
5) Consent    

It was moved by Chairman Phillip Steffora and seconded by Commissioner Mark Starritt to 
approve as presented the minutes of the Airport Advisory Commission meeting of August 26, 
2020. Motion carried 4-0.  
  

6) Public Input 
a) Ruth Erikson- Airport article in San Benito County magazine page 6. 

.  
7) Reports 
 

a) AIP 21 Runway/Taxiway Safety Project 
Airport Director stated that the first night of paving will begin today August 26th from 8pm to 7am. It was 
supposed to happen last week but due to the smoke it was delayed. The project is moving along slowly 
due to COVID and the wildfires. 

 
b) Budget 

Director Chambless stated the budget was passed by City Council late June with no changes. 
 

c) Open House 
Chairman Steffora reported that they have still not hosted an open house. Instead, they have 
hosted an Airplane display with no public crowd. 

 
 

d) Vacant Commissioner Spots 
The City council is accepting applications. The intent is to a fill District 3 vacancy immediately.  
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e) Hangar Rents 

Commissioner Starritt would like to compare the hangar rents with other nearby airport. The 
possessory interest tax is a county tax. It is the county’s interpretation of the law if you use a 
government facility, you must pay as if it is private property. Director Chambless said the rent 
of the T hangars has never been adjusted other than the CPI. Those rents were set prior to 
Director Chambless and based on square footage. Chambless believes the airport is on target 
for rents because you have to factor in vacancies and waiting list period. The CPI has 
preserved the rates of the T hangars and the large hangar rents have changed due to the 
market conditions. The Airport does not generate a huge surpass each year with the budget, 
the gross income is between 1 and 1.1 million and the expenses are 900-950 thousand a year.  
 

f) Old Structure/ Buildings 
The airport has many old structures some are used and others are condemned. The building 
next to the restaurant is full of asbestos. If the airport was to abate that building, it is roughly 
one million to a few million. This is something the FAA would not fund and will have to be out 
of pocket. 
 

g) EDC Airport Committee 
The committee established a work plan to promote the Airport. The classification of the Airport 
is a huge priority for Chambless and the EDC because of FAA funding. The airport is currently 
classified as a local airport.   

 
8) Old Business 

a) None 
 

9) New Business 
a) none 

 
10)   Items for Next Agenda 

a)  
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 
Update on TPA change 
Hangar project update 
Chapin case 

 
11)   Next Meeting Date:    September 23, 2020 at 6:00 pm 
     
12)  Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Airport Advisory Commission, Chairman 
Steffora moved the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded by commissioner Starritt 
and was passed 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Mike Chambless, Executive Secretary 
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