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HOLLISTER RESIDENTS SEE GREAT NEED FOR FUNDING TO MAINTAIN ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SAFETY AND CITY SERVICES

HOLLISTER, CA – May 2, 2016
According to an independent community opinion survey commissioned earlier this year, Hollister residents are extremely concerned about protecting and maintaining their local city services, with a high priority placed on maintaining emergency response times, maintaining operations at fire stations, and preventing cuts to gang prevention programs.

The survey of over 200 Hollister residents, by Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates, found that residents overwhelmingly approve of the services provided by both the Fire and Police departments with 91% approval rating of the Fire Department and 82% approval rating of the Police Department. According to the survey, 64% of respondents think Hollister has gotten safer in the last few years, and 75% feel safe in the City of Hollister.

“We are pleased that the residents of Hollister are happy with the job we are doing,” said City Manager Bill Avera. “We are working to engage with the community to continue to hear their priorities and ideas to help maintain and improve essential public safety services needed to keep our City safe.”

Public safety services top the list of services residents want maintained. Key priorities include: maintaining rapid 9-1-1 emergency response times (87% extremely/very important), maintaining operations at all current Hollister fire stations (82% extremely/very important), attracting and retaining qualified police officers (77% extremely/very important), preventing cuts to youth gang and drug prevention and intervention programs (76% extremely/very important),  maintaining water conservation programs (68% extremely/very important), maintaining youth programs at City parks and recreation centers (68% extremely/very important), and supporting programs to retain, expand, and attract business to Hollister (64% extremely/very important). 

While overall, residents are happy with the services the City provides, 80% of respondents felt there was great need or some need for additional funds to provide the level of City services that Hollister residents need and want. Currently, local funding approved by voters in 2007 is scheduled to expire. As much as 75% of respondents would support a simple majority requirement, local funding no tax rate increase continuation measure, to support public safety and other city services. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“It is critical Hollister continues to maintain the quality of life services that have attracted people to our city to live and raise their families” added Avera, “Local voter-approved funding has been an essential part of our strategy to maintain the public safety and other services our residents rely on.”

The City of Hollister will be considering the results of the survey and considering how to best continue to address the community’s priorities as part of the upcoming budget adoption process. 
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