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Living With Wildlife

Tips for Keeping Wildlife at Bay
Wild enimals contritulg to our enjovment of nalures and
ouidoor recreallon, but they can alge damage properny,
agriculture, nd natweral resourcas and threatan Rkuman
ealth and falely. The Wildiife Servicas [WS) program of

the U.E. Department of Agricultura’s Animal and Plan
Haalth Inspaction Senice {APHIS) assists in solving
problams created oy wildiite,

Equipped with the right informanion and toces, mos!
MOMEDWNErE can aoivea thalr own probfems and leerm 1o bve
Wil wildlife, For exampde, Inmming trees and shrubbeny
ara ways of changing a habstal 1o make it less attrective to
snwantad flocks of birds, ar avéan snakss

The follgwing information may assist in kegping that
cunious raccoon out of the garbage can, that peraistent
rahhbil of deer oul ol the garden, that googs ar dusk ot ol
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ha backyard pool, thal woodpecker off the siding, and thal
SWooDIng bat out of the aftic. Caution should alwavs be
lakan to aviord ovarly aggresaive animals

Somae wildlife are protected by Federal or State faws
and regulationg. For information aboul protectad ang
andangered epeches and trapping and relocation
regulations, conlact your State wildiile agency.

Squirrels and Other Rodents

To keap these animalg from becoming a permanant
part of ihe ftamily home and yard, soreen louvers, vents,
and fan opanings; keep doors and windowa in good repair;
tighten eaves: replace rotten boards; cap the chimney; trim
overhanging trees: remove bird teeders or use squirrel-
proc! teeders; and remove acoms and othor nuts from the
yard, Chipmunks can be delerred by removing denning
nizhitat, which includes loge, rock walls, and stones.

Woodchucks

These animals. also known a3 groundhogs, sometimes
burrow naar buildings, browse in gardans, end demage fruill
reas and omamental shrubs. Fencing cen help roduce
woodchuck damage. The fower edge ol the fencs should
be buried al least 10 inchas in he ground 1o prevent
burrgwing. The fance should be 3 Lo 4 Teat high, with a
Surrounding eleciric hot-shot wire placed 4 16 § inches off
the ground

Opossums and Skunks

Opassums and skunks Begome a problam to
hompownars by relding garbage cans end bird feadara:
ealing pel foods; and living under porches, low dacks, apan
sheds, and any other Brgas inal provide shelter. Shounks
abso dig holes In lawns. godl coursea. end gerdens. Balh
anmals somatimes kil poultry and et aggs. To keap
CEOEIUME and shenks from denning under buildings, ssal
oit all ipundation openings with wire mash, sheet metal, or
concrele. Chicken coops can be protected by sealiing a1l
ground-leval gpennga into the buildings and by closing the
dews al might, Foraging In garbege cans may be
alimineted by providing tight-fitting Gos and straps.

Bals

Batg profer to avoid human coniact howiver, they are
knawn to establish mosts in alfics and abendonead
buibdings. Bullding end attic roosts can be eliminaled by
sealing oniry and exit holes {alar 1ha bals have lall) with
fUch meterials as 1/4-inch hardware cloth, cau king, or wirg
mash. If & bal ma=gs ils way info the houae, you can
usually encourage it to feave shier dark by tuming an lights
A apediivg windows and doors
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Anbkits

Rabbits cen be kapt out of the garden or away from
omamental plents and small fraes by using repallants ar by
placing & 2-foct poaultry fence around Lhe arae. It is
irmpertart o buny tha f2nce 81 least 6 inches honealk the
surface ol the ground. For informatles abewl taste
repellznis, check your locel gerden ar farm center,

Recocons
Racocoone &re aliracled to easy lood sources, like
parden produces, garbage, and pet food. To help prevant
seavenging, use matel trash cana that are fastened ta a
onle ar to anothar sodig L

object. A strap or lalch 1hat
ascures Lhe lid of ihe
garbags can iz &lse halpdul.
To keep ragcoons aut of the
garden, uae bwno slaands of
electric iveslock fence.

Tha strands shauld b
placed 4 and 8 Inctns off
ihe ground end surrgund
th= anlire garon, Exsrcize
caution when implemeanting

lhis exclusiongry mothed in
Wwipan areas. Raccoons will
Blao readily Inhakil attica, chimneys, end shads, Use metsl
llashisig and 1-inch-mash hardware cloth 1o block entrances,

Inakes

The best way Lo keap enekes aul of your house and
yard i to seal eracks and openings arcund doors, windows,
wialer pipes, alfica, end foundations. Remaving logs,
woodpiles, ard high grass and eontrolling insects and
rodents are alsa halpful. Remova nonpoisangus snakas
frem Insids buildings by placing piles of damp burdap bags
in aregs whore snekes have besn ssen. Allor the snakess
have curiad up Bencath tha bags, ramove the bags and
snakes from the building. To femaove dangeraus snakea,
¢all a professional pest control company.

Woodpackers

These birds damegs bulldings by drilling holes into
wWooden siding, eaves, of frim boards, aspeciely those
made of cadar or redwood. If the pecking craates a
suitanle cavity, the bird may vea it for nesling, Effsctive
methods of excluging woodpeckers Includa placing
llgntwalghl mesh nylon or plastic nsting an the wooden
siding beneain the eaves, covering packed sreas wilh matzl
sheathing, and using visual repallants like “sve-spoi™
ballears,

Dap

Deer fegd on row crops, veqelables, indit freos, RUrsEny
stock, stacked hay, and ornameantal planls and treps. Desar
tan ba discouraged by remaving supplemental food
$ources and Dy using scare devizes and ropeliznts. Tha
only sure way to eliminate deor damage is (o fones the dear
out.: A wire-mosh fencs iz effectiva if # iz solidly constructed
and at isast & fset high. Electric fancing also helps
reduce cEmagn,

Coyates gnd Foxes

These animela mey carry rmbies and somstinmss proy
oh damestic peta, rabbits, ducks, geess, chickens, waling
pips, Bnd lambg, Coyates also kill cabvee, goals, and dear.
Mot-wire and eleatric 12ncing will help excluds foxes and
coyotes; howsver, becauss they are good cfimbars, a rood
of not wirg on livestock pens ray also be necossary. For
rnorg Inlarmalion about fencing, edntact your kagal county
axtanzion offics,

Tha pretaction of livestock and poultey 1z maost
impariant during ther spring denning pericd, Foxes and
covotes will oiten dan closs to famn buildings, under
haksladks, or ingide hog fotg or smell pasiures used for
lambing. Shed lembing and fzrowing in protzcisd
snclosurss can be useful in preventing predetion on young
[vgstock, Additionslly, nolse- and fight-making devices,
such es the Eleclronic Guard, may kesp thees predators
away, Guarding dogs ara alsa useful in pravanting
predetion on zheep, Fegredebly, dlspersal methads are not
effective In all sibiations. o ather methods, Ineluging
Lepping or snafng, may havo la be ugad.

Mauntain Liona and Bears

&a beer gnd lion habilat continus o dacreasze,
inlgraclions betwaen these animale and humans continue
to increzge, Boars ara noted for destroying comfields and
tress, scavenging In garbage cane, demalishing the
interiars af eabins and campers, and kling lveslosk. Lions
are saroua predatars of sheep, gosts, domaestic pete, large
livestocse, pouliny, blghom sheep, and dasr. Tvpical hear

"+ end llen predation on ehesp leaves 10 or mors klilad In 2

gingle attack, end both species ars known 12 altack
humens.

Prawvention 15 the best mathod of sontrolling bear and
lian damage. Heswy woven and electrc fencing can
eifectivaly dstar bezrs &nd lons from ettecking Ivestock
and demaging proparty, Loud musls, barking doga,

-exploder cannane, fireworks, gunfire, nightlighis,

gcarscrows, and changes in tha pasiton of ebjacts in the
depredallon ares often provide temparany relief. The best
wiay to protect pels is ta keep tham Inside an enclos=d
kannal oe shaller. Using guarding doga, remaving garkags
and dead careasges, and placing erops and boshives af
conzlderabie distances away fram fimber and brugh may
roduce damags by bears, Meountain lons also profar 1o
hunl where escape dover iz cloze by removal of brush and
tregs wiltin a quariar of & mille of builfinga and Gvesiook
mey reduca licn predafion.

Fralossional relocation of damaging meuntsin lans and
bears is somstimaa necessary, For more infarmatlan ab-aut
Slale laws and regulatians concerning relocstian or lelal
coatiral of mauntain llons aod bears, contact your Slate
wildlila =gency

Additional Information

You may ebtain more information abowl how to solve
theze and other wildlifa problems from any Slals APHIS,
W5 office. Forthe addrass and telephona number inoyanr
argd, call the WS Operaticnal Support Stafi at
(301) 7347921,



